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official representing the province in ques-
tion, according as the Act did or did not
commend itself to the provincial governor.
They could then, if desired, be fully dis-
cussed ; and if rejected or amended by
the official majority, the arguments for
such rejection or amendment must needs
be publicly and fully given. To borrow
a judicial simile, the Viceroy's Council
might have two functions : on the original
side it might deal with certain matters con-
cerning India as a whole ; on the appellate
side it might confirm, reject, or alter the
acts of the provincial assemblies. In brief,
it would constitute a second chamber of
wide and exceptional powers, but still a
second chamber. Such a Constitution, it
may be argued, whilst retaining in the
hands of the English Government all
ultimate control and direction, would give
free scope in the provincial Councils for
political growth, and for that local
patriotism which is the mainspring of all
true political life.
Other minor reforms seem' called for,
such as the transfer of a portion of the